
Greetings from this side of the Pacific Ocean!    July 2017 

The last few weeks still feel like a dream. The International Student, Inc. conference in Singapore went 

well, and I met and roomed with new friends. I felt like a “newbie” compared to many who have been 

involved with ISI for 10–45 years, but the speakers were inspirational and the time passed quickly.  

In Hong Kong, I did 

get to see my son and his family. I 

must admit this was the highlight of 

my trip. Mercia, an amazingly talented 

young lady, celebrated her eleventh 

birthday there. Shannah, 12, is taller 

than I am and considering all her  

challenges is doing very well. It was    

a blessing to be together before they        

returned to Orlando, and I went on to 

East Asia. 

Another Hong Kong joy was 

meeting for two days with 

two of my favorite Xian stu-

dents who were in my Xian 

English corners eight years 

ago. Deborah came to Hong 

Kong just to meet me, while 

Kyla lives and now works 

there. His Sonlight in their 

lives was so evident. It was a 

great personal encourage-

ment and glory to HIS love      

and faithfulness. PTL  
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The last two weeks 

of teaching that I 

thought were in 

place in East Asia 

never happened. 

“Doors” kept closing 

and even some 

“windows” didn’t 

stay open very long. 

I must admit it was 

a bit discouraging. But we serve ONE who controls all, so I 

tried very hard to be content, relying on HIS will and not mine.  

Instead of adults or pilots; instead of working in a large       

metropolis; instead of teaching ESL in a structured classroom 

for 14 days: I taught eleven children (8-16), in a very small 

town, in a home church living room, and depending 100% on 

translation, I taught Bible stories for four days. None of the 

material I packed and planned to use was applicable. This was 

truly an adventure I will never forget.  

However, my interpreter, a vibrant costume 

designer graduate, was hoping to mentor 

children in HIS name and maybe start her 

own business. We spent many hours after 

the children left working through methods 

and all my teaching material. I pray that the 

time and all my materials I left her will help 

her reach her goal.  

To put everything a bit more in perspective, the day before I flew out of Portland, I seriously injured my knee through too 

much energetic exercise, and I was not able to ‘squat’ or handle stairs well during the entire trip. (The last two weeks, I 

taught on the sixth floor and lived in a roof apartment on floor above, with no elevator.) I was unexpectedly very ill for 

five days following my four days of teaching due to “special” local health supplements. The temperature hovered in the 

high 90’s, and there was no air conditioning and only one fan. My pastor/host these last two weeks was a masseuse and 

ministered to my knee problems with utmost care. However, all of this did little for my OLD ego and pride.  

Now, you know why I coveted every breath of prayer you uttered. I wouldn’t have been able to handle all this without 

your special thoughts and God’s intervention. God was so faithful, and even though I have NO clue exactly what was     

accomplished, I KNOW that God works through very difficult circumstances to accomplish HIS GOOD WILL! PTL!

I also know that I am so grateful that you are still there for me and am asking God to richly bless you and keep you in    

the palm of His hand!  

An additional note: My cataract surgery is scheduled August 15 and hopefully the 

placement of the dental implants, July 28. Blessings and thanks for praying.  

For the only cause that matters, EVER  
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